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the Dutch. But they too lived in a constant state of fear. What
had happened before might happen again, and they were for
ever scanning the eastern horizon lest an ' unprivileged' in-
truder appeared to challenge their highly questionable rights
upon Java and the Moluccas. Therefore the sooner they knew
the actual lie of the land in the southern and eastern part of the
Pacific the better, for then they could take the necessary pre-
cautions against a surprise attack from the cast.

This belief in the necessity of a rigid monopoly was entirely
medieval, for to-day the Dutch East Indies are wide open to
foreign capital as long as it does not organize little bands of
Nazi boys who use their freedom of action to preach Hitlcrism
to the natives and establish a Greater Germany beneath the
equator. But all during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
the opinion prevailed that both individuals and nations could
grow rich only if they had an exclusive hold upon certain com-
modities. It now makes us smile when we read that the leaders
of that famous voyage to Nova Zembla of the year 1596 had at
once suggested to their employers in Amsterdam that a few
fortifications, built on both sides of the Vaygach Strait, which
led from the Arctic Sea into the Kara Sea, would assure the
Dutch the absolute control over the route which some day (as
they fully expected) would allow ships from Europe to reach
the Indies by following the coast of Northern Asia. Magellan
also seems to have thought of the possibilities of fortifying the
famous strait between South America and Tierra del Fuego, so
mat in the future the Spaniards would be able to exclude all
other nations from the eastern half of the Pacific,

We should remember that there was a good deal of the
gangster spirit among those hardy genticmcn-advcnturcrs who,
since they were able to lay the foundations for the future wealth
and glory of England and Holland, have since been promoted
to the rank of noble and useful patriots. The Dutch realized
very clearly mat meir position in the East Indies depended en-
tirely upon their ability to Hold by means of arms that which